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inh Federation have been playing a femarkable .
s -mpubli‘c 9‘1‘ ]:::: .:;;:;llﬁm?:; Eﬁ:lzlr;) atan international [;latform, It ﬁs Consj d; n
o ‘ht‘lf‘ donml?tlncir roots even before India gqt independence from colonig] Master i,

i vant '0(\; I; these reached its zenith during d‘ecades' of 19§0§ and 197 & Moy
slowly a":- i?t;;:e(;’ partner. This beautiful relationship of friendship i aware by 4 g, al Ch\ilz
(t?z;‘;&:ou'nw and has reached to its grass roots level ;nctlhcolm(llr')m;{ Peo.p}e Who o
knowing other formal aspects but are very much lglown Sy he él ia l.ussm . tmf: fﬁeﬂdship_
Bciné independent nations both India and Union of Soviet ocialist Repypy; deVeIOped
their relations formally in the end of the decade of 1950s. However 5 rem'arkabl . fOOtprim
was left in medieval time itself when the 1¢ Russian traveler Afanasy Nikitin had v; siteg

India for the commercial purpose.

Documentation of Politica] Aspects in Afanasy Nikitin’s Writings

Itis believed that the first Russian traveler to visit India was the Tver merchant Afanasy
Nikitin — according to some sources, he was born in 1433, Tt is unknown exactly when the
Tver merchant began his famous journey. Some historjans believe that j ,
others — in 1468!, Afanasy Nikitin has visited India and documenteq the minute details

of governance, administrative System, commercig] Practices, socia] traditions etc ip s
famous book Voyage Beyond Three Seas.

European traveler
_ € Vasco da Gama i the decades of 705 of 15 Century. His
Jouney within India witnesgeq '

Military apgq Security Perspective _ —_—
Afanasy Nikitin has described about the certaip tours of Kings with his largest

. ; fense
accompanying him It shows the grand royalty of kingdom which was full of overall defé
Tesources Jike infantry, '

s the

Cavalry an( Palanquin bearers walking with King and rgi:l:ﬁﬁ i

Power. Nikitip, describeg the glorification of Capital Bidar with high populan(.m, aﬁ]'lt the clty

¢xplained gy its significant aspects form safety perspectlg(;3 mi‘les to the

walls, [t jg situated at g height of 2333 feet nearl)f Il planned and

, ad. Being the largest southern kingdom, it \yas e e measres

Secure-d With sury oundings of o(her subordinate kingdoms by adopting abos

h : t L}llan’s Palace had 7 gates, Speaking about pgi)ﬂlc\z

€ Same cita el which jg mentioned aboye, Up to 100 guards a“_d ! hose &
them register those coming in and others register t

. in
he had in
) . Ssl[‘l
firs scrib® put

oing O
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Anew path 1owards Political and Strategic Relationship of India and Russia
n it

Judicial system and Administration

Judicial system was well dcv?lopcd il‘l village where panchayat used to hold their g
Gions. The guilty person !md o lncc punishments and p.cnalty. The collected penalty V::s
;ls od for good purposes like 1‘nm|mgc of an orphan or distributing sweets and rice amon

Jlo. Ay Person who refused to pay the penalty was ostracized and deprived f; ;

lebration of any festival and any other kind of assistance from villagers, § ro}rln

rules were followed by pc?ol')l.c and implcn}wntcd by administrators strictly, For gov‘c;-n(;,t,cz

at the grass root level Nikitin has (.lcscnbcd ‘tl}c role and responsibility of Kotwal who

qoverned the village. Ho\\.rcvcr all ‘plvolal. decisions were taken by the King himself in the
Bidar palace with the advices of his nominated ministers.

These small clements indicates .the political and security related concerns of King as far
as preserving and securing their kingdoms are concerned. Also it makes sure the law and
regulations arc being implemented effectively. With the political and security aspects of
kingdom Afanasy Nikitin also had explored social, economic and cultural aspects of Indian
society at the same time of traveling. This background provides a very strong foundation
for developing relations of India and USSR and today’s India Russia.

India and USSR Relations

The relations of India and Union of Soviet Socialist Republic were started developing
before India get independence. «Jawaharlal Nehru’s first visit to the Soviet Union in 1927
was connected with the Tenth Anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution.
His two subsequent visits were in 1955 and 1961, after he became the Prime Minister of
Independent India. Of these the 1927 visit has a special importance»’. An independent India
has to face so many challenges which were putting hurdles in the development like various
socio-cultural and economic issues which needed to solve on the priority basis. To fulfill
the demands of population and attain the self-sufficiency India needed to invest in heavy
projects like USSR. The USSR had invested in heavy new enterprises like machine-building,
mining, energy production and steel plants which had brought tremendous development.
Influenced by this socialist model India tries to inculcate and implement it in its second five
year plan where the focus was given to the development of heavy industries. Out of those
16 industries, 8 industries were set up with the aid and assistance of the USSR.

India remained non-aligned, rather one of the pioneers of Non Alignment Movement
during Cold War period. «India’s nonalignment enabled it to accept Soviet support in areas.of
Slrategic congruence, as in disputes with Pakistan and China, without subscribing to Soviet
global policies or proposals for Asian collective security. Close and cooperative ties Were
izrf"d in particular in the sectors of Indian industrial developmet}t and defenss§ [irol(:ll:jci;l‘i
divel::CrChaS°§>>4- The cold war phase witnessed the support p’rovnde.d by I{Smatignal level
iy :(;e;s J_ncludmg'ln resolving the issue' of Jammu gnd kashm;}r‘ alt1 l?ndi’l ey
Show ations, India’s wars against China and Pakistan for w 1? a dshipnd

1OWnits support o USSR and its successor Russia. The treaty of Peace, Frien

Cooperation iy 1971 between the Republic of India and the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-

boa i fecg . ‘versal peace
Public facilitated bilateral cooperation. It promotes the consolidation of universal p
and security ce.

and believes in the principles of peaceful coexisten )

1ot ablish new
fter 111? disintegration of the USSR India faced so many challenses to ef:::e' usted
onS with the other nations who exists on the global platform as USSR wi
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gocicty, ¢¢
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; ional relations, [y,
ol ) internation » Indjy
s for India. By calculating the unrealistic nsscssmmt\ll;)fo“cy ofover-dependence .
106' partnet ‘(‘ its mlnli{ms with other countrics and gave up SlSI{) Indit continted its rClation
dCVClOI;Ll; H\owcvcr Russia as o successor state of the U ' N
b US S . % o » el . 1 o
th'Llh Russia similarly like eatlier time framework.
wi §810 8

Political Relationsl (t)lf ll:ltlll:icl &l:lilsfr‘dcr chan
R iott in 1€ 1cc

T e o et e
t:0111?ed‘ ThLC\L Indian foreign policy is one of it. Since 1991 even In('ha sta
t\\mlgll polyl‘L:h ‘ﬂ\cr states by giving due importance to other ?Oumrles for dcvcloping it
relations A :t 1 Od soc{O-CUI tural ties with them. Similarly Russia starteq engaging iy, the
c\ommemt:‘c?l;epublics to have its hold over them and also to develop gooq relations yiy,
:ﬁ;lc;:c?\t:) revive its economy. As in 1991 India was undergoing through the deep egq.
nomic and social crisis, it was natur'fll th_at' India ‘st'arted t11t1ng towards west for. Solutigng
to its problems. This was the phase. in which relations of India and Us sta-rted. Improyin,
with cooperation. Meanwhile Russia also as a successor of USSR was 80INg in the g,

direction to build up its economy from a planning based economy

t0 a marker Orienteq
one. So immediately in the decades of 19905 the relations between

two were Straine g
an 1mpacts of the structural changes occurred at international levels.
«However, sagacious steps by the Narasi

simha Rao government and 1ts succ
the efforts of a group of hi '

tiong and thei,
rted develgp,

» and other multilateral ties are various arcas of these
bilateral cooperation, By enhancing these relations both India and Russia are working for ther
common objective to establish the ‘multi polar’ or ‘polycentric’ international Orfi?f- e
I non participation in any military, p01.m°a1 (:rreatif~‘~
nflicts directed against the other side, or in antyemwm
nging upon the independence, sove_re‘gmyé preserved
rity interests of the other sidex®. Both the countries haivsms. (There
ical and strategic relations through following mechm;‘ their hister®
oodwill between Russia and India, not just because gountric‘52 ‘ ?'\;
due to the enduring political trust linking the two
almost always vote th

{10
lppOf
. Sho\vn N
© Same way at the United Nations, and Russia has
India‘s inclusion in the UN General Councily’,

agreements or understan
integrity or national secy
and enhanced thejy polit

are still great storeg of g
relationship, but also

dings infri

g wher
Annual Summits _ i countr[l_;’is‘tcr of
Annual summjs are important area that continues the link BB and Prime’ ‘O signité =
officially the head of stateg both President of Russian Fedemtm:;;d indulged 1?e conte™
Republic of India met at common platform in each other’s country ¢

various agree

luate
. : hly eva
ments with mutual benefits, «India and Russia hig
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Anew pat
olevan gt . . , hi on May 21
l |ci| ue meeting 1n international diplomacy, reflecting the ( 4
g I?rimc Minister Modi and President Putin, underlining th ire of both ¢ i
qin regular contacts and hold frequent consultationg on i ountries
‘ anced mutual coordination and convergence of vi

cc and significance of the informal summit in g0,
o1

Wwas
petween

int
to ma .
and further enh

Intergovernmental Commissions

Both the countries have established commissions under whic

« can be conducted. IRIGC-TEC and IRIG(;-MTC partic
phde cntal Commission on trade, economic, scientific, techni
(}ownjmoxt ‘onc stands for Inter Governmental Commission on
a‘nd d;w:cl;c‘ntly the meeting of the Defense minister of both th
;;Zl;hl in which issues related to equipments, joint manufactu

h the regular affairs of the
ularly stands for the Inter
cz}l.and cultural cooperation
Military Technical Coopera-
€ countries was held in New
ring projects were discussed,

Significant Milestones in India Russia Relations

o The treaty of 1971 was the initial landmark in establishing strong relations with each other.
Delhi Statement by the Independent Commission on Disarmament and Security Issues,

¢ Both India and Russia have signed Declaration of Strategic Partnership on 3" October
2000 that opened up a new chapter of transforming relations of Republic of India and
Russian Federation in the new millennium.

o Establishment of Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant with the assistance of Russia to
take care of the growing energy need of India.

¢ Signing of a joint statement of Druzhba-Dosti: A vision for Strengthening the Indian-
Russian Partnership over the next decade on December 11, 2014.

These are the most important agreements and accords that are signed between two nations from
time to time to enhance their relations with each other with changing time and circumstances.
The above accords highlight the willingness to protect each other’s national interests and with
the same continuation of multilateral engagements in various sectors through such summits.

Strategic Relations of India and Russia
Defense and military exchanges and technological exchange have strategic implications
f(?r India. With the changing global equations of power the relations have witnessed various
dimensions into it, A¢ regional and international level both Russia and China are being
Cha"en{éed by the United States in terms of military, economic developments. Also Rus.sia
?12: dChlna are becoming closer after the Ukraine issue in 2014 which give§ supportive
hiﬂ:‘;gg\l’)elo.p the relations of Russia with Pakistan, This gro?ving relationship of Russntz;,
Indis Sim.laklstan has developed its strategic interest for Russia l_)ut a matter of (cioncle;ned
aCon’c e : agy dt?veloped relations of India and United Statfas since 1991 had eve hgve
Protecteq tﬁ Lussia, S(? when it comes to China, US and Pakistan both the counftntejl te‘Oic
interegy for [elr,S‘r.ateglC Interests with mutual understandings. Anothe_r area of s rSCOOPe
improye ndla_ns development of INSTC. «From the Indian perspective, therf1 lsom'dor
throygl, Ira:‘::ém trade bfilween Russia and India if the intematlon.al Nqﬂhc-ls;)“t c
Sever mcchau']e Vladivostok-Chennai sea route can be qperqtlonsllze e);s.like oo
anq techng]q nisms have been developed to extend its relations in other are: o iding
EY: Space Centers, cultural relations, educational exchange programs, p

g
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munitions as f,
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o Looking forward... | |

. . here India Russia needs to cxplore their re}attc_ms. Si

There are still some ﬂ'lcaSl \:,ionS where there will be effectively channelization of
among them the c'colloolr‘;l,‘i\‘lz ii:1ﬂucﬂ°° not only at the regional leyel but alsp at the globy leve]S
and skill manpm\glrne framework Prime Minister Narendra Modi aqd Pre§1dent Vladimi, Pug

In contC}lxpf)‘"f‘tgﬁves to facilitate more opportunities for strengthening .thxs relationship. As thn

have ta}\el} ;Tdia and Russia relationship is so long, it had created a historicg] landmpgy), i e

journey 19 ilted to the buyer and seller for exchanging the products but it hag become a.' is

- Juesrtsl:il;: in terms of its exchanges. Since medieval times India Russia bilatera] relatiOnJSOIm

gzsr:ld on strong foundation with the valuable visit of Afansy leltm W.ho had explore d Ing;e

and other multiple pillars of common shared interests. So such initiatives are the Continy; a

of those efforts which has resulted into celebration of seven decades ing frien dshy

and time tested partnership. Efforts have been made to secure th C intercs; w'lp
changing time and circumstances by engaging into the develo ions with N }?h
nations over multiple issues. These efforts have its significan establishing }?r
multi polar world and share their bilateral interest. B on varioyg : lﬁ.:

lateral platforms it is undoubted] Ml

and there will not be any full sto

gniﬁcant
rCSOUrCe

of unfaj]
eir Strategij
pment of relat
ce in terms of

esides their engagements
y that the India and Russia relations wil]

: . flourish tq
p to 1t as it will continue to glorify. gether
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